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Recently, DVDs have become 
prominent at movie rental 
stores. Certainly, DVDs are nice 
because unlike videotapes, you 
can just rent one disc and not 
have to choose what kind of 
audio track you want or whether 
you want subtitles or not until 
right when you watch it. That's 
really great, but...DVDs don't 
include coming attractions 
before the main feature. That's 
what | was looking forward to... 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2002 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most шал ninja manga in Japan. 
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sasuke VAT 


The top student in 
Naruto's class, Sasuke 
comes from the presti- 
gious Uchiha clan. His 
goal: to get revenge on a 
mysterious person who 
wronged him in the past. 


NARUTO ナル ト 
When Naruto was born, a 
destructive fox spirit was 
imprisoned inside his body. 
Spurned by the older 
villagers, he's grown into an 
attention-seeking trouble- 
maker. His goal: to become 
the village's next Hokage. 


SAKURA Ў 7 7 
Smart and studious, Sakura 
is the brightest of Naruto's 
classmates, but she's 
constantly distracted by her 
crush on Sasuke. Her goal: 
to win Sasuke's heart! 


Neji ネジ Gaara REE Shikamaru シカ マル 


Part of the Cadet Branch of Bloodthirsty Gaara is one of One of Naruto's classmates. 
the Hyuga Clan, as opposed to the scariest ninja competing He specializes in the Shadow 
the Main Branch to which in the Chúnin exams. Possession jutsu, and is a 
Hinata belongs. Neji is widely skilled ninja despite his lazy 


considered to be a genius. demeanor. 


Hyuga Hiashi Hokage 火影 Kazekage / #7 

と > The leader of Konohagakure. He The leader of Sunagakure (the 
日 向 ヒ アシ was retired, but stepped back Village Hidden in the Sand) 
The head of the main branch of into the position when the within the Land of Wind. 


the Hyuga family and Neji's uncle. — fourth Hokage was killed by the 
nine-tailed fox spirit. 


THE STORY SO FAR... 


Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure. The 
Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now 
that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to become a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with 
his teammates Sakura and Sasuke. 


The preliminaries of the Third Exam are over and Sasuke, Shino, Kankuro, Temari, Shikamaru, 
Naruto, Neji, Gaara and Dosu have all passed and remain in the running. During the month of 
preparation time before the finals, Naruto trains with Jiraiya and brilliantly manages to draw out 
the Nine-Tailed Fox's chakra. The final round begins amid the swirling intrigue of 020 
and company. In the first battle, Naruto squares off against Neji, but...?! 


NARUTO 


VOL. 12 


THE GREAT FLIGHT!! 


CONTENTS 


PREPARED TO LOSE...!! 

THE OTHER 

THE CAGED BIRD...!! 

THE FAILURE!! 

THE POWER TO CHANGE...!! 

THE GREAT FLIGHT!! 

SASUKE FORFEITS...?! 

THE BOY WITH NO FIGHTING SPIRIT!! 
A PLOT WITHIN A PLOT...?! 


NUMBER 100: 
NUMBER 101: 
NUMBER 102: 
NUMBER 103: 
NUMBER 104: 
NUMBER 105: 
NUMBER 106: 
NUMBER 107: 
NUMBER 108: 
PREVIEWS 


Prepared-fo-L05e..1. 7 


Y N 
YOU WON'T 
CAN BE ABLE 
| HOPE NARUTO 4 TO WIN WITH 
REMEMBERS... 
WITH THIS GUY, 
CLOSE COMBAT 
15 А BAD IDEA...! 


ND, IN THE: 

IF YOU CAN 
ACCURATELY 
©НЇТ,ТНЕМ.. 27 


TEL, YOU CAN HALT 
THE FLOW ОҒ; 
AN ENEMY'S 
7 CHAKRA, Р 
OR ENHANCE IT, 
CONTROLLING + 


q 
IN OTHERWOROS, 
; IFI GET ТОО 
5016  CLOSETOHIM, 
FIGHT HELL PRESS МУ 
HIM POINTS AND ۱ 
FROMA WON'T BE ABLE 
DISTANCE... , TOUSE ANY 


Ma / کا‎ EA 


Vi 


7 Ас の 4 
нэ 2 2 225 4 ۱ 
VAN Sa 


Хе Ач 


> 


10 


GOOD 
THINKING, 
NARUTO! 
SHADOW 
DOPPEL- 
GANGERS 


‘CHAKRA 15) | 
( EQUALLY X 


1 


«а 


DOPPELGANGEI 


д БА 
JONIN-LEVEL 
TECHNIQUE. 


THAT HE 
CAN PULL OFF 
SOMETHING 


THIS IS 
GONNA BE 
INTERESTING... 


> | AWHICHOF / | 
THE BODIES?) 
ıs THE. Ў 
GENUINE // 


m xı 
a 


WHAT THE...” | 
DOES HE HAVE 
EYES ON THE 


Y 
IN OTHER ABILITIES 


WHY ARE YOU 


1 / WELL.. ARE 
YOU SAY 
~ || Tr Abone | | 50 STUBBORN?! 
CAN BECOME YOU'RE ALWAYS 


50 SURE THAT 
THE FUTURE 15 
FULL OF DOOM 
AND GLOOM... 


IF THEY JUST 
TRY HARD 
ENOUGH? 


«< 


ЕАСН 
PERSON'S 
LIFE CONSISTS 
ONLY OF 

BEING SWEPT 
ALONG IN THE 
INESCAFABLE 
CURRENT OF 
HIS DESTINY... 


HAVE 


ONLY ONE YOU CAN'T WHO WILL 
THING IN GET THERE BECOME 
COMMON... BY TRYING... HOKAGE 
ONE YOU HAVE TO ARE BORN 
SHARED BE PRE- WITH THAT 


FATE... SELECTED. FATE. 


HIS GRUDGE — 


AGAINST-THE 
FAMILY'S MAIN 
BRANCH 


— SW 


223 


PRELIMINARIES... 
I WONDER 
IF NARUTO 
IS REALLY 


Is 


My m 
å Va 


mi 
TOLD YOU... 
NOT TO 
MAKE SO 


3 МАМУ 
NJASSUMPTIONS! 


Nem. ۸ 


| 


NY 
N 


0 


< = ( 
3 | NARUTO..! | Ë 
Ve + k 
SU ` 
ы A; لگ‎ 
А 

۱ 
| 


A MESSAGE FROM KISHIMOTO MASASHI ТО ALL OF HIS ASSISTANTS 


I CAN'T BELIEVE IT'S ALREADY BEEN OVER TWO YEARS SINCE WE STARTED 
WORKING ON МАКИТО! | WANT ТО EXPRESS MY SINCERE GRATITUDE TO 
ALL OF YOU, WHO ALWAYS LISTEN SILENTLY TO MY SELFISH, UNREASONABLE 
DEMANDS AND CATER TO MY EVERY WHIM. 
| HAVE BECOME KEENLY AWARE OF THE FACT THAT MANGA 15 МОТ SOME- 
THING ONE PERSON CAN CREATE ALL BY HIMSELF. | HONESTLY BELIEVE 
THAT YOUR HARD WORK 15 WHAT HAS ALLOWED NARUTO TO COME THIS 
FAR WHILE MAINTAINING SUCH HIGH STANDARDS OF QUALITY. I TRULY 
THANK YOU FOR EVERY SINGLE WEEK WE'VE WORKED TOGETHER!! 


AND SO, TO ALL OF YOU READERS OUT THERE... STARTING WITH THE NEXT 
BONUS PAGE, PLEASE ENJOY THE COMMEMORATIVE NARUTO SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY DRAWINGS BY MY INSPIRING AND DEDICATED ASSISTANTS! 
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I THINK 
HE'S GOT 
ME BEAT. 

THIS 15 


THE WORLD 


DID HE GET, 


۸ NOT JUST 

| USE IT, BUT 

CHANNEL 
AND 

CONTROL 

IT STABLY... 


>> 


DID SHE 


et 


AS YOUR 
BODY 
DOUBLE! 


FINALLY 
BELIEVE ME... 


READ 
К THe 
WAY 


THE КЕККЕ! 
GENKAI OF THE 
HYUGA CLAN 15 А 
VITAL ASSET OF 
THE VILLAGE. 


AND 


YOUR ‹ / 
PRIMARY : SACRIFICING 


DUTY AS ¿MA MY LIFE WILL 
HEAD OF THE 1 SAVE THE 
MAIN BRANCH і / ENTIRE 

15 TO | VILLAGE. 
PROTECT IT, 
NOW AND 
FOREVER. 


AF IT BUT WHAT 
DRAGS THE PURPOSE 
VILLAGE INTO DOES THAT 

INTRACTABLE DUTY 
WAR? SERVE... 


„ВИТ THAT 
IS WHY WE 
HAVE THE 

CADET 


OUR ONLY 
HOPE 15 
TO HAND 

OVER 

HIZASHI'S 

CORFSE AS 

YOUR BODY 
DOUBLE. 


I DON'T THINK 
THE LAND OF 
CLOUDS WILL 
SETTLE FOR 
THAT! 


HIZASHI 
HAS 
ALREADY 
CONSENTED 


BUT... 
WHAT THEY 
WANT 15 THE 
SECRET 
OF THE 

BYAKUGAN...! 


НМРН... 
ТНАТ МАУ ВЕ 
THEIR TRUE 
AIM, BUT THE 
PRECISE 
WORDING OF 
THEIR DEMAND 
WAS SIMPLY... 


IFWE 
PRETEND 
TO SWALLOW 
THEIR DEMANDS 
AND HAND OVER 
HIZASHI, WHO 
1 ら PHYSICALLY 
IDENTICAL 
TO YOU... 


WITH 
HIZASHI, 
THAT 
KNOWLEDGE 
WILL BE 
SEALED 
INACCESSIBLY 
UPON HIS 
DEATH... 


«GIVE 
us 
HYUGA 
HIASHI'S 
CORPSE." 


„ТНЕУ 
WILL BE 
UNABLE TO 
JUSTIFY 
RETALIATION. | 


HIASHI... 
THE TIME HAS 
COME. EVERY 

PREVIOUS CLAN 
HEAD HAS 
MADE PAINFUL 
SACRIFICES TO 
PROTECT THE 
HYUGA BLOOD... 


FOR THE 

SAKE OF 
THE FAMILY, 
YOU MUST 
POSSESS 
A HEART OF 
IRON... EVEN 

TOWARD 


YOUR OWN 
BROTHER! чи 


IS THE 
STRONG, 
AGGRESSIVE | 
LORD HIASHI | 
IKNOW SO | 
WELL? 4 


THAT 
IS THE 
DESTINY 
ОР THE 
MAIN 


BRANCH... 


«BK 


AND 
FATE 

OF ALL 

THOSE WHO 

ARE BORN 
INTO THE 

HYUGA 

CLAN. 


|... IVE 
NEVER 
FACED 
SOMETHING 
THIS HUGE 
BEFORE! 
IT'S NOT 


THAT EASY... 


AND THAT 
IS wHY... | 
CHOOSE TO DIE 
PROTECTING 
MY ELDER 
BROTHER... 


«< 


ТО ВЕ 
HONEST, 
I STILL 
ABHOR 
YOU ALL... 


۱ UGLY SIDE 
OF ME... 


MY OWN 
WILL HAS 
FINALLY 
AWAKENI 


PLEASE 
CONVEY 
TO 

МЕЛ... 


PROTECT 
THE 
MAIN 
BRANCH... 


„IN ORDER TO 
PROTECT NEJI, 
MY SIBLINGS, 
THE CLAN AND 
THE ENTIRE 
VILLAGE! 


50... ۷ 
CHOOSING 
| JUST BROTHER... YOUR OWN 
WANTED TO | ALWAYS WANTED DEATH... 
CHOOSE MY TO DEFY THE Mu сым Û 
OWN DESTINY... HYUGA DESTINY, PA 
THAT'S ALL... EVEN IF ONLY 


YOU CAN'T 
REALLY 
EXPECT 
МЕ ТО 
BELIEVE 
THAT 
STORY! 


CONVENIENT 
EXPLANATION! 
IT SOUNDS 
| EXACTLY LIKE 
SOMETHING THE 
MAIN BRANCH 
H WOULD COOK UP 
TOPLACATE 
МЕ... 


ESPECIALLY 
AFTER 
ALL THIS 
TIME...! 


1 
WANTED 
TO 
RELAY MY 


KERK 


| KNEW 
you 
WOULD 


THINK SO... 


THAT کا‎ 
WHY І 
WAITED 
THIS 
LONG. 


> 


D i 
U 
å 
U 
① 


PLEASE 


| SUPPOSE THE 
DESTINATION 


MIGHT BE 


THE SAME 
EITHER 
WAY. 


FATHER... 
I STILL CAN'T ВЕ 
ENTIRELY CERTAIN 


WHETHER PEOPLE'S 2 


FATES SIMPLY 
COAST ALONG LIKE 
THE CLOUDS IN 

ン THE SKY... 


ONES WHO 
ARE TRULY 
‚STRONG. 

у Ë 


STRONG, | WILL, 
NEVER LOSE 
NTO ANYONE 2, 

~ AGAIN. ДФ 


2 周年 
tt) 
IE 
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 
SECONO ANNIVERSARY!! 


=== N 


Na 


X ۳ = BW ビー 5 å 
EN) 21-27) 


I BELIEVE 
THEIR 
EXCITEMENT 
IS MORE IN 
ANTICIPATION Кор? 
OF THE NEXT Да 
FIGHT... 


FORALL 
OFTHE 
| CURIOUS 
NO OTHER | 7 SINO 
MATCH ) RULERS 
15 MORE 
HIGHLY 
ANTICIPATED! 


23+6 
унноп 


128 


>> 


ТНАТ'5 
THE THING... 
WE STILL 
HAVEN'T 
HAD ANY 

NEWS OF 


SASUKE... 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON?! 
HURRY UP 
AND START 
THE NEXT 
MATCH! 


— 2 


WHAT COULO 
HE BE DOING?! 
15 HE NOT 
1 COMING 
^ و‎ ^T ALL? 
سا‎ 


"THE WISE 
MAN DOES 
NOT COURT 
DANGER... 
APRUDENT 
DECISION... 


«< 


«WHAT THE 
HECK ARE WE 
GONNA DO?! 
WITHOUT HIM, 


OUR PLAN کا‎ 
RUINED... 


DICTATE... 


SASUKE AS 
WILL BE THE 
ELIMINATED RULES 


BY 
FORFEIT! 


«i< 


BLOODLUST 
IS RADIATING 


FORGIVE 
ME, BUT... 
NO MATTER 
WHAT THEIR 
LEVEL OF 
BRILLIANCE... 


«SHINOBI 
WHO LACK 
PUNCTUALITY 
ARE NOT 
COMPETENT 
TO BECOME 
CHÛNIN. 


TO STAY THE 
DECLARA- 
TION OF 
UCHIHA 

SASUKE'S 
FORFEIT 
JUST ۲ 
LONGER. 


UNLESS WE 
CAN PROVIDE 
A CLEAR-CUT 
EXPLANATION 

TO SATISFY 
THE SHINOBI 
RULERS AND 

LORDS 

GATHERED 

HERE... 


>> 


vl KNOW 
OF NO 
REASON 
WHY WE 
SHOULD 
WAIT FOR 
HIM. 


А 
MAJORITY 
OFTHE 
SHINOBI 
RULERS AND 
LORDS HERE, 


INCLUDING 


READ 
< THis 
WAY 


WE'LL 
POSTPONE 


THE MATCH... 
TO WAIT FOR 


WELL, LORD 
KAZEKAGE... 
YOU ARE RARELY 


SO INSISTENT! 
I MUST SAY ۸ 
SURPRISED... 


WHAT'S 
THE 
HOLD-UP?! 


IF OUR AIM N 
IS TO SHOW 
ALL THESE 
POTENTIAL 
CLIENTS THE 
QUALITY OF OUR 
VILLAGE'S 
SHINOBI... 


THERE 
CAN BE NO 
BETTER 
OPPONENT 
THAN UCHIHA. 


COULD 
IFASS UP 
SUCHA 
WONDERFUL 
OPPOR- 
TUNITY...? 


Т ALL RIGHT! 
SASUKE 
WON'T BE 
FORCED TO 
FORFEIT! 


>> 


ТНЕ НЕСК 
COULD 
SASUKE 


WELL THEN... 


THE NEXT 
PAIRING IS 
KANKURO 
AGAINST 
ABURAME 
SHINO. 


WELL, 
AT LEAST 
YOU SEEM 
WILLING 
TO FIGHT! 


ALL RIGHT! 
GOGET 


CANDIDATE, 
GET 
DOWN 


WHY AM 
I ALWAYS 


SCHEDULE, 
۱ HUH? 


>> 


SIGH... 


AND NOW 
EVERYBODY 
THEY'RE BEING was LOOKING 


OFFERED 
APOOR 
SUBSTITUTE 
FOR THE MAIN 
ATTRACTION... 
EVERYONE'S 


ANNOYED... 


ùi 


SSE 
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7 
qa 


۲ у 


ان 
THERE‏ 
ANY‏ 
POINT IN‏ 
FIGHTING?‏ 


WHAT, 
YOU'RE 
GONNA 
GIVE ИР, 


I HAVEN'T 

TOLD You 

TO START 
YET... 


" 


ЖАЦ, 


SHEESH... 
THIS CHICK 


THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND 
CHARACTER POPULARITY SURVEY!! 


f. WE) 
7 HARUNO 5 | 
(HYUGA NAR) RAR БИЛЕ یا‎ VOTES 
Ny 002 VOTES 

002 VOTE: 


| E 


(2ТН PLACES 
ЩЕ FOURTH НОКАСЕ 
402 VOTI VOTES4 


SECOND ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION! 


КОМО PLACE — M ETH PLACE 
МАТАКЕ KAKASHI “ЗКО PLACEN (ROCK LEE) 
\2,635 VOTES MASTER IRUKA 1,013 VOTES 
\,562 VOTES 

۱ ~A 


IET PLACEN 
UZUMAKI NARUTO 
2,788 VOTES ٣۳ 


ber 107: 
The Bog with № Figh fing Spiri i 


UCHIHA SASUKE 
400 VOTES 


PLACES /‏ را 
“ал, MASTER GU) |‏ 
TO. 5 172 VOTES‏ 
лт === Тита 4‏ 
JM та pr‏ 


120ТН PLACE 
۸) AKAMARU 
2 


TOTAL NUMBER 4 
OFENTRIES: | THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND 
17395 ا‎ CHARACTER POPULARITY SURVEY!! 
۱ DISAPPOINTED?! SURPRISED?! | 
ЕТА کے‎ 


22ND PLACE | 23RD PLACE 


KABUTO TADPOLE ABURAME SHINO | MITARASHI ANKO | OROCHIMARU 
122 VOTES IIS VOTES 10 VOTES 108 VOTES 105 VOTES 


28THFLACE | 29THPLACE | SOTHFLACE | 3IST PLACE 
| = = 


40 


TOE IMA TENTEN 
72۷۲5 75VOTES 


KANKURO | YAMANAKAIŅO | UCHIHA ITACHI 
2 GSVOrES vores 


PLACES,‏ 5ار 
KISHIMOTO MASAS‏ 


EXAM PROCTOR В 
SOVOTES 


IT'S AREAL CONFIDENCE- 
BOOSTER THAT NARUTO) 
CAME IN FIRST. BUT TO ALL 
THE CHARACTERS WHO LOST; 
YUHI KURENAI CAST YOUR VOTE! 7 ПО ОКОВЕ FOR SAME 
1 THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
TEES WRITE TO: Рх» WHO VOTED. 
VIZ MEDIA, LLC 
SHONEN JUMP/NARUTO CHARACTER POL! 
P.O. BOX 77010 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107 


«< 
IZ) 


OFLOSING | 
TO A GIRL, 


j 25 

р» BUT... A 
7 IT'S NOT É n 
LIKE A Зи 
BOY CAN 21 

А JUST 0 
8 CLOBBER- e 
AGIRL, 21 
EITHER... i 


SHIKAMARU! 
JUST 
HIT HER 

WITHA ۸ 


у 


7 THIS GUY USES SHADOWS / 
IN HIS TECHNIQUES, RIGHT? Xs 
HE'S PROBABLY TRYING TO / 
LURE ME INTO THE WOODED 
AREA WHERE IT'S SHADY, 
BUT THERE'S NO WAY 
VM FALLING FOR THAT! 


>> ۳ 


END UP 
FIGHTING 


SHHT, 


MUTTER 
MUTTER... 


SHIKAMARU, 


FIGHTING | 


SHIKAMARU 
MAY NOT BE 
A SUPERSTAR 
OR ANYTHING, 
вит... 


THAT'S 


WELL... 
| ВЕТ HE'S 
GOING TO 

GIVE UP 
AND QUIT 
PRETTY 


HE'S 
REALLY 
GOODAT 
STRATEGY 
ANO 
STUFF! 


YOU MISSED 
HE'S GOTA | HIS DRAMATIC 
PASSIONATE LEAP DOWN 
SIDE TO HIM, TO THE ARENA 
А FLOOR... 


THAT'S WHY 
WE ALL MADE 


IT THROUGH 
HE seems THE FOREST 
UNUSUALLY ANO GOT 
TO THE 


AGGRESSIVE 


TODAY! PRELIMS! 


GO, 
SHIKAMARU! 


Paê. Мы 
| ут Он... ( AM 
E AA HOW | * 4 42% 


ENVY 
— x THE 


1 {СА m 
7 e GAN 


WHAT'S WITH 
7] THE STUPID 


IN JA 
em TA 
4 y “KAMAITACHI 9 
وک ےس‎ 

- SCYTHE! Z 


722 


SS 


ITS N 
SHRINKING...!! > 


„YOU CAN'T 
INCREASE 
175 OVERALL 
SIZE PAST 
ITS NORMAL 
SURFACE 


AREA... 
RIGHT? 


THE SIZE АМО 
SHAFE OF YOUR 


SS 


THAT MEANS... CONSIDERING 
HIS CHOICE OF POSITION AT 
THE POINT ON THE ARENA'S 
WALL WHERE THE SHADOWS 

ARE DEEPEST, I'VE GOT TO 
„| ASSUME THAT HE'S ABLE TO 
USE THE SHADOW OF THE 
WALL TO ALLOW HIS OWN 
SHADOW TO EXTEND 
FARTHER... 
~ BUT EVEN SO... 


SHIKAMARU'S 
SHADOW 


WHETHER SO... SUBTRACTING 


OF THE SHIKAMARU THE SHADOW OF 
Берта HUGS THE THE ARENA WALL, 
stkawwsu WALL OR STANDS THIS LINE MARKS 
‘AT THE EDGE THE MAXIMUM RANGE 
OF THE WALL'S HIS SHADOW CAN 
| SHADOW, STRETCH ACROSS 
1 THE DISTANCE A SUNLIT AREA! 
DISTANCE HE CAN 
SHIKAMARU'S STRETCH HIS 


SHADOW CAN 
STRETCH 


> 
TEMARIS 
BETTERAT 
| DISTANCE 
k FIGHTING ے2‎ (65200 
ТНАМ USING" 


PRACTICALLY 
WON. 


ALWAYS 
BUGGING 
ME TO PLAY 
GO OR 
SHOGI 


WITH HIM, 
BUT... 


HE REALLY 
KNOWS 
HOW TO 
RELAX! 
HE ENJOYS 
LETTING 
TIME SLIP 


| 


„МНЕМЕМЕК 
HE GETS 
STUCK, 
HE ALWAYS 
„THAT ASSUMES... 


FOSE. 


„ИМЕ 
NEVER 
BEATEN 

HIM... 
NOT EVEN 
ONCE. 
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PEOPLE 
SAY THAT 
BEFORE 
THEY 
BECAME 


THIS IS 


GAME 
PIECES... 


THE ACADEMY, 
HE WAS TOO 
LAZY TO EVEN 
MOVE HIS 
PENCIL TO 
TAKE NOTES... 


ONE 

| WAS TIME... 
SO BAFFLED 

BY HIS 
PROFICIENCY 
АТ STRATEGY 

GAMES 

THAT |... 


TO PLAN PLAYTHINGS, 
THEIR THOSE SAME 


„WERE 

USEDBY 

MILITARY 
ADVISORS 


STRATEGIES. 


„1 HIM 
AN ۱ TEST. 
| CONVINCED 
HIM IT 
WAS JUST 
ANOTHER 
PUZZLE. 


REVIEWING HIS 
GRADES BACK 
WHEN WE 
WERE DIVIDING 
UP THE GENIN 

INTO TEAMS... 


AND HE 
TOLD ME 
HE ALWAYS 
DOZED OFF 
DURING 
EXAMS. 


I KIND OF 
DID IT JUST 
TO MESS 
WITH HIM, 
BUT... 


HIS 
10.15 
OVER 200... 
HE'S А 
FREAKIN’ 
GENIUS! 


OS 
55555 


LOOKS LikE 
YOU'VE FINALLY 
MUSTERED 
UP SOME 
FIGHTING 
SPIRIT! 


>> 


Тар 


К> 


La ===> HEH.. IT'S 


== USELESS! 
ASLONG 
ASI SAY 


|GET IT... 
YOU WERE 

BUYING TIME, 

WAITING FOR 
THE SUN 


BECAUSE 
AS THE OAY 
LENGTHENS, 
SO PO 
SHADOWS... 


>> 


OF THE WALL'S 
SHADOW AND 
OF YOUR OWN 
SHADOW 
WOULD 


CELEBRATE!! 
SECOND 
КА ANNIVERSARY!! 


KISHIMOTO- 


SAN 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND HAPPY NARUTO يد‎ ANNIVERSARY! 
PLEASE KEEP UP THE GOOD ENERGY AND GOOD WORK!! 


7 "NARUTO, 
22285 77۷-۷ 

RE DIET 74+۷719 П 
Ив ۷۶ ZAR 


USE HIS 


АМУМАЎ?, 


BUT... HEY, 
HOW CAN 
SHIKAMARU 


ALREADY 


WITHIN THE SHADOW, 


ARENA'S 
SHADOW... 


=> 


IF THERE'S 
EVEN ALITTLE 
BIT OF LIGHT, 
YOU CAN GET A 


SHADOW WITHIN 


YOU REALLY 
DON'T KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
SHIKAMARU, 


LIANT... 
GE 


READ 
тн 
МАЎ 


< 


위 


5 


99911 


Ї 


555 
SS 
SL 


9 


M 
<< 
VRE 


Pi 


< 
= š 


== 
ШЇ 


0 


| 


А? 


¿HE 


سن 


= 2 
THIS GUY /// 
مک‎ REALLY SOMETHING: / 
WITHHIS A) 
SHADOW ATTACKS, 
НЕ FORCED МЕ/ 
И |/ ТО KEERW 
МУ ATTENTION ON 
THE GROUNDS 
7 ТАКО KEPT ME FROM 
۶ GNOTICING THE 
PARACHUTE 


J) 


5 


«а 


HIMSELEZ7, 


MORET A 


«WHAT THE 
SHADOW 
POSSESSION 
TECHNIQUE 
IS ALL 
ABOUT! 
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SHIKAMARU CAN USE HIS 
OWN SHADOW AND ANY 
OTHER AVAILABLE SHADOWS 
IN HIS ATTACK! 

IN OTHER WORDS... 


(1) HE CAN UTILIZE 

ANY OTHER SHADOWS 

(IN THIS CASE, 

THE PARACHUTE'S SHADOW) 
ALONG THE STRAIGHT 

LINE BETWEEN 

HIM AND HIS TARGET. 


(2) HE CAN EXTEND HIS OWN 
SHADOW THE ADDITIONAL 
LENGTH PROVIDED BY 

THE OTHER SHADOW. 


(3) SHIKAMARU THEREFORE, 
CANNOT FREELY I MUST 
CHANGE THE CONCLUDE 
SHAPE OF THAT... 
SHADOWS OTHER 
THAN HIS OWN. 


HOWEVER... OTHER THAN 
THE CHANGES CAUSED 
BY THE MOVEMENT OF 

THE SUN, THE SHAPE 
OF BOTH THE WALL'S 
AND THE VEST'S SHADOWS) 
HAVE BEEN FIXED. 


AND FROM OBSERVING HIS 
PREVIOUS BATTLES... 


(4) ONLY WHEN HE HAS 
CAPTURED HIS TARGET 5 
SHADOW WITH HIS OWN 
TARGET SHIKAMARU SHADOW CAN HE STOP HIS 
TARGET'S MOVEMENTS! 


22 > Tr == 
77/50. THIS IS HOW | UNDERSTAND IT! 
ン ン ン ン THE SHADOW POSSESSION ^ — 
(777 TECHNIQUE IS LIKE AFLEXBLE — 
GLUE-TRAP WHERE YOU ANE 
シシ ンー FREELY CHANGE THE SHAPE OF (1. 
77725: YOUR SHADOW... AS LONG А یه اس‎ 
ГОС YOU MAINTAIN ITS NATURAL 7 


کے ھا 
Цав‏ 
E.‏ 2 


SHE'S 
ANALYZING 
AND 
ANTICIPAT- 
ING HIS 


THIS OVER WITH, 
HIS ADVANTAGE 
15 GOING TO 
KEEP GROWING 
ALONG WITH 
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>> 


PLL use 
BUNSHIN 


TO CREATE A 
DIVERSION... 


FIRST, 

PLL HIDE BEHIND 
MY FAN AND 
CREATE A CLONE... 
AND THEN WHILE 
THE CLONE JUMPS 
OUT AND 
DISTRACTS 


«LL BUILD UP 
MY CHAKRA TO 
THE MAXIMUM 
LEVEL AND 
SLAUGHTER HIM. 
WITH A FULL- 
FORCE WIND 
SCYTHE ATTACK! 


| 
| 
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DA 
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„THE 
SHADOW 
TECHNIQUE 
ISA 
SUCCESS! 


POSSESSION 


el 


HOW 
MANY 
STEPS 
AHEAD 
ISHE 
THINKING 


>> 


THAT'S 
SHIKAMARU'S 
STRENGTH. 


YOUR 
SHADOW 
SHOULON'T 

BE ABLE 
TO REACH 

THIS FAR! 
BESIDES... 
| САМ SEE 
THE ЕМО 
ОР IT... 


IN THE 
LAST BATTLE, „YOU 
NARUTO BURST SAW IT, 
OUT OF THAT ۲۳ 
HOLETO YOU...? 
ATTACK NEJI! 


SS 
ٹچ تا‎ 


>> 


„НЕ TUNNELED 
UNDER THE 
GROUND FROM 

THAT BIGGER 
INSIDE THE 
TUNNEL HOLE BETWEEN 
BETWEEN 
THE TWO 
HOLES...? 


НЕН... JUST LIKE A CAREFULLY CALCULATED GAME OF 
5۳۱۵6۵۱۲ ALL HIS PREVIOUS MOVES, WHEN HE ALLOWED 
TEMARI TO CALCULATE THE MAXIMUM LENGTH OF HIS 
SHADOW, WERE JUST SUBPLOTS LEADING TO THIS 

GRAND FINALE! IT'S LIKE HE TRAINED HER TO DODGE 
THE SHADOWS CAST BY THE SUN AND THEN COAXED HER 
INTO HIS TRAP, USING THE TUNNEL’S INVISIBLE SHADOW TO 
CAPTURE HER FROM BEHIND! IT'S A TRUE CHECKMATE... 


SHKAWRUS SHADOW 
Р Р РВРЗ - АЯ 
ж 
TEMARI 


THE INVISIBLE SHADOW‏ سیت 


INSIDE THE TUNNEL 


... THAT THING 
WITH THE” 

РАКАСНИТЕХ 

IT WAS JUST 


>> 


THIS KID BEFORE 
THEY KNEW T, 


ALL RIGHT! ال‎ МАСЕАМ THE WHOLE 


GET HER! IMPRESSION 
| | ONANYONE 
Y |ENOS UP BEING 
A TOTAL DARK 


THAT'S 
IT. 
VM 

DONE... 


YOU REALLY 
DON'T KNOW V 
ANYTHING 


> У 1USED UP TOO 


<] TH 
POSSESSIONS 


MUCH CHAKRA 
DOING ALL 
IOSE SHADOW 


TO HOLO YOU 
FOR МОҢЕ THAN 
ABOUT 10 
SECONDS. A 


ANO THIS 
FIGHTING 
STUFF IS 
ETTING 
TOBEA 


SX 
ER RER 
< AUN 


x 
(55559 25 
SS SA 


THOUGH I'VE 
PLANNED OUT 
AROUND 200 


MOVES... 


THE 
WINNER 

Sis 
TEMARI!! 
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